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Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand Indiana
Fourth Year Action Plan Assessment
(2025-26)

RESPONSE TO THE CRY OF THE EARTH

1. Investigate possible sites and add more native plant species.
100 native trees were planted on our grounds this year.
2. Continue to explore additional renewable energy possibilities (e.g. solar, small vertical wind turbines)
Two of our partners continue to explore grant opportunities and funding to support solar energy on our grounds.
3. Replace fleet cars with hybrid models.
No car purchases were needed this year. 

RESPONSE TO THE CRY OF THE POOR

1. Continue to support Dove House, Immigration Office, Humanitarian Fund, Benedictine Scholar House.
We have spent $65,600 from our Humanitarian Fund and donations to address needs in the local area. Meals continue to be delivered to the Dove House on Mondays.  While there are fewer clients, the work of the Immigration Office continues. The Benedictine Scholar House is soon beginning operation in Sellersburg

ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS

1. Increase renewable energy by onboarding geothermal field and track improvement.
Work continues to bring this project to completion.  While it is difficult to know the savings in a monetary amount because of price increases in utilities, we are emitting significantly less carbon into the air. 
2. Investigate what food or other products can be obtained locally.
Our kitchen supervisor has identified some new sources.

SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES 

1. Provide one vegan entrée per week.
We have superseded this action

ECOLOGICAL EDUCATION

1. Offer sustainable eating webinar in St. Gertrude’s.
A webinar was provided in March.  Questions were provided for discussion and feedback.  One individual and four deaneries provided feedback to the committee.
2. Continue to develop inventory of flora and fauna.
This is an ongoing project.
3. Develop a tour brochure of a set number of species of trees to be encountered on our property, with pictures of bark and leaves.
While a brochure has not been developed, information about trees on our grounds has been provided in the last two newsletters.


ECOLOGICAL SPIRITUALITY

1. Develop a program for schools to come to hill for experience of ecological spirituality.
We are waiting to hear from a grant submitted last August.

2. Use the new Mass for Creation for an appropriate day
This votive Mass has been scheduled for September 22.


COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTICIPATORY ACTION

1. Continue to produce the newsletter initiated in May 2024 with opportunities to pray, dive deeper, or engage.
The fourth newsletter was issued in June.  After a year of this practice, the committee would like to review its appeal and effectiveness. 
2. Participate in advocacy for Community Energy (similar to independent community solar). 
One member, two Oblates and one Laudato Si’ Circle member attended this event at the Indiana Statehouse in January.
3. Participate in the statewide initiative by women religious to pray for state legislators during the legislative session, that they may vote with the common good as their guide.
This program was not promulgated in the same way as the previous year.  Some members continue to pray for the legislator assigned to them the previous year.
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