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Reflecting on Laudato Si´ Goals

Studying Laudato Si’ (LS) and Laudato Deum (LD) during the Season of Creation (September 1 – October 4) as part of an Ethics course was very serendipitous!  This year’s theme is “Living Water” which draws positively from Ezekiel 49:1-12.  God’s gift and generosity of “living water” sustains and transforms all peoples and the “polluted waters of the sea.”  

· That’s the Good News that Jesus fulfilled in His life and was expressed in the Gospels.  
· The Bad News is the actual misbehavior of government “leaders” and business “leaders” (Ezekiel 34:18-19), and ineffective calls for change in the actions of those leaders as well as consumers.
· Perhaps creating a simple (4-6th grade) LS and LD based “elevator teaching” with progressive disclosure of details would help.  There must be public and specific calls to stop the sinful actions NOW, as well as the call to repentance and reform would be a better way to gain attention away from today’s 24x365 simple, anti-Gospel message rampant in the social media ecology.  


A Prophetic Witness
Laudate Si’ could be thought of as a very comprehensive prophetic witness and indictment of sins against God, Creation, Self, and Neighbor.  

LS is very specific and accurate in pointing out specific 
· sinful behavior (problems of development and consumption worldwide, LS 66), 
· impacts (intentional, and/or indifferent harm of Creation, Self, and Neighbor, LS 66), 
· needed repentance (e.g., LS 8, 218),
· needed reforms and conversions to prevent further harm (e.g., LS 218))
· and some mention of restitution for harm already done (e.g., LS 30, 51-52) 

LS and other encyclicals could be more specific in calling out the responsible roles of Government, Business, and Economics.  Instead of generic words like “government” or “business” -- use more personal terms like Government executives, Corporate executives and board members, investment company executives, stockholders, etc. 

 The problems that God’s Creation and Humanity face can more clearly be focused on the actual people involved in causing affliction and misery on Creation, Self, and Neighbor.


See the Tables in LSAP and the 2026 Torres LSAP Tables for current and planned actions for all Laudato Si’ goals.  Priority must be given to Care for Creation and Preferential Love of the Poor and Vulnerable.
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